As the cases of phthisis pulmonalis are most numerous, amounting to 100, I shall consider them first, and have arranged them in a tabular form, which I drew out at first for my own convenience, but have been recommended to publish, as it will constitute a general view of the whole facts, from which every one may drawhis own inferences. The numerous blanks in the Table in general arise from the examination beingconfinedin several instances to the cavity of the chest, and even to the lungs, owing to the limited permission granted by friends ; or in the case of unclaimed bodies, to the other organs being preserved entire for the anatomical schools. I am, &c.
John Home.
29, York Place, October 30.
I shall follow nearly theorderof the of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 5 ?that the mortality among the females was much greater within the first year than among the males.
The above table also shows that age has little effect on the duration of phthisis ; for it will be seen from it, that after the diffe- In the greater number of these it was in small quantity, and only occasionally. In 4 only was it in considerable quantity ;
in 2 of these, in all probabilty, it arose from the erosion of large vessels, which had remained unobliterated.
Affection of the Stomach, denoted by pain in the epigastrium, nausea, vomiting, occurred in 10 of the cases. In 3 of these the stomach seemed to be the organ primarily affected, the affection of the lungs being secondary to it. In the others the stomach was affected simultaneously with, or subsequently to, the organs of the chest.
Dropsical symptoms were observed in 6. It will afterwards be seen whether these were connected invariably with affection of the heart, as some suppose. Palpitations occurred in 4. In 1 these were connected with disease of the heart. Division II. We shall now pass on to the more particular object of this paper,?the pathology of the disease.
The organs of the head were examined in a few cases only, and in all of these were found healthy. What relation these bear to those in which they were healthy is not known, as the number of cases in which they were examined is not mentioned. They were much less seldom founddiseased than might have been supposed, from the frequent occurrence of ulcerations. The substance of the glands when enlarged was generally red, softened, and contained numerous yellow points which, gradually coalescing, the whole gland was converted into tubercular matter. This in some went rapidly on to suppuration, in others slowly. The abdomen; its capsule is generally thick and opaque ; its internal substance dense, but friable, homogeneous, of a brownish yellow colour, much resembling bees-wax, with a strong resinous lustre, feels soapy to the touch, greases the knife with which it is cut, and communicates a greasy stain to paper by the aid of heat. In some of its characters it bears considerable analogy to the fatty degeneration, but it differs from it in the liver acquiring a larger size, in its colour being of a much darker hue, and perfectly homogeneous. It is probably an advanced stage of the same affection, being an extension of the matter composing the brown spots over the whole substance of the organ. It occurred in five cases, four of which were women, and one man. Its intimate nature and cause are alike unknown. The liver was enlarged in three cases, without being otherwise materially diseased. In three its colour was observed to be paler than usual, probably partaking of the general anaemia of the system. It contained tubercles in three.
6. The Spleen was thickened and opaque in its capsule in one case. In one case a piece of bone the size and shape of the patella was imbedded in its substance. It contained tubercles in its substance in two cases; in one of these they consisted both of the yellow and gray kind.
7. The Ktdneys.?These organs were in general found healthy. In two cases they were paler than usual, in one of which the cortical portion was very dense. In four the structure of the organ had undergone the granular degeneration first described by Dr Bright, so that this particular change in the kidney is not incompatible with the tubercular diathesis, as its discoverer supposed. Tubercles were not found in the kidneys in any of the cases. 8. The Peritoneum.?Serum was effused into the cavity of the peritoneum in three of the cases, in two of which it was associated with dropsical effusion in other parts of the body. Lymphand serum, the result of acute inflammation of the membrane, were found in this cavity in two; in the one it was general, and was the result of perforating ulcer of the colon; in the other it was more partial, being confined to the right iliac region. Name. Throughout both, especially left.
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